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Conchess 
 

... The name is a pun on 'conscious'. This moderatelystrong Swedish-programmed, Irish-built 
modular auto-sensory machine was launched in autumn 1982 in three versions having the 
same program - the Escorter (smallish plastic set), Ambassador (attractive medium-sized 
wooden set) and Monarch (large luxury wooden model). Its main problems were very limited 
opening book and rather unclear (although detailed) manual and rather unforgiving response, 
e.g. if wrong buttons were pressed while performing special functions, and in respect of time 
controls. Nevertheless, a very, popular and easy to play with computer which would have 
done a lot better in 1983 but for financial problems leading to voluntary liquidation of the 
manufacturing company, Waltham Electronics. Existing stocks and rights were bought by 
British company Contemporary Chess Computers who, at the time of writing, were negotia-
ting to set up a new production company in Ireland with some of the people originally invol-
ved with the computer. Two options for a new program module (including one from its origi-
nal programmer) were under consideration in January 1984. Conchess remains an excellent 
machine for a novice or weaker club player and, with an improved program module, could 
also become very attractive to stronger players … 
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Consumenta Computer Entwicklungs- und Vertriebs GmbH (München) 

Conchess Escorter - Conchess Ambassador - Conchess Monarch 
Quelle: DM Verbraucher-Magazin - November 1982 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Quelle: Schachcomputer Report - Consumenta Computer - 1983 

(photo copyright © by www.schaakcomputers.nl) 
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