
03-1982 [C-7051] Applied Concepts - Prodigy (first edition)                                                                      
Van de eerste versie van Prodigy is weinig in de literatuur terug te vinden. Het enige wat ik in 
mijn bestand tegenkwam, was de volgende advertentie welke geplaatst werd door Applied 
Concepts in de I.C.D. News Release, Special Edition 1982: 

 
Unusual, Economical, Portable, Strong… all in a chess computer 

 
The Long Awaited Prodigy Now Available for  Immediate Delivery. The anxiously awaited 
arrival of the Prodigy is here. This economical, sophisticated computer is the  strongest truly 
hand-he1d chess opponent available as of this writing. lts strength is commensurate with 
Morphy (approx. 1600), and it thinks on the  opponent's time. Its ability to think twice as fast 
and incorporate twice the memory of other units in its class, enables it to outplay many other 
computers and humans. Dual imput allows for sensory play on a pegsized board and key-in 
capacity using alphanumeric code. A tournament timer included  to insure strict time controls 
for both human and computer. Prodigy Chess, to go! 
 

The New Sensory Morphy! 
Manufactured by Applied Concepts Inc. - Garland, Texas 

 

  
 

Schach dem Computer (1983), H.-P. Ketterling:  Bei Applied Concepts hat man auch nicht 
geschlafen. Im Sommer 1982 kam ein preiswerter Reisecomputer Destiny Mini Master mit 
kleinem Steck-Sensor-Schachbrett und Tasteneingaben heraus, in den USA läuft das Gerät 
unter der Bezeichnung Prodigy. Das weiterentwickelte Diplomat-Konzept wurde mit einem 
verbesserten Morphy-Programm verbunden, das bereits in der Stufe 0 erstaunlich clever 
spielt und auch sonst nicht zu verachten ist. Die Anzeige ist jetzt größer, aber nur noch vier-
stellig. Auf dem Sensorbrett werden die Züge zusätzlich durch 2 x 8 LEDs gekennzeichnet. 
Mit den benötigten 8 Baby-Zeilen oder NiCd-Akkus ist das Gerät allerdings für ein Reisegerät 
etwas schwer, hält aber auch etwa 12 h mit einem Batteriesatz (Alkali) durch. Das Eröff-
nungsrepertoire scheint mit dem von Morphy Master Chess weitgehend übereinzustimmen. 



Applied Concepts 

Destiny Prodigy 
Computer Chess Companion 

 

This is a high end one of a kind vintage  
sensory chess set with the Morphy program… 

The following is the description from the retail box: 
 
•  The new sensory Morphy - an economical answear for those who want to play against a 
 master... and those who wish to learn from one. Operates on 6 C-cell batteries or a AC 
 adapter. [Note: The AC Adapter was never included with this box. I guess it was a 
 additional item you had to buy from Destiny.] 
• Advanced Playability. Prodigy represents a new generation of the famous Morphy program  
 It is completely sensory, fully portable and plays the strongest game in its price range. 
•  Multiple Play Levels. Prodigy can be set to play at any of nine skill levels, including two  
 designed specifically for playing tournament chess. 
• Offical Rules. Prodigy plays by U.S.C.F. rules including En Passant, Castling, and Pawn 
 Promotion. 
• Sound Effects. Prodigy includes audio circuitry which produces different tones to indicate  
 various mode funtions. The sound can be muted. 
• For The Serious Chess Player. Strongest Game. Prodigy is based on an improved version 
 of the famous Morphy program, acknowledged as the leader for strength of play. Levels 7  
 and 8 are tournament levels, designed to play 30 moves per 60 minutes or 40 moves per  
 120 minutes. Prodigy is also the only machine in its price range to include a built-in-timer. 
 For extra playing strenghth, Prodigy begins analyzing its next move while awaiting 
 opponent's response. 
• Problem Solving. Prodigy is an ideal tool for solving chess problems. Its programming 
 keys enable users to set up any board position. Prodigy can easily solve mate-in-one up to 
 mate-in-seven problems. 
• Book Openings. Prodigy includes an opening book libary with both offensive and 
 defensive reponses to most popular book book openings, as well as a varity of unusual 
 book opening moves. 
• For The Beginning Chess Player. Handicaps. Prodigy is unmatched as a learning tool for 
 beginning players. Even at the lowest levels of play. Prodigy will be more than a match for 
 most novices. By using the special handicapping feature, players can remove any number 
 of pieces for a more even game. 
• Take Back Moves. Prodigy's restore function can be used to take back moves. Players learn 
 from there mistakes without penalty. 
• Offers Play Tips. Prodigy includes a dual function Halt/Hint key with which the player can 
 stop computer analysis at any time during Prodigy's turn. When used during the player's 
 turn, this key will cause Prodigy to display the player's best move. 
• Contents: Prodigy Computer Chess Companion Chess Companion, Chess Pieces, and 
 Instruction Booklet. 
 



 
 

 
Applied Concepts Prodigy - Computer Chess Companion 
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Operation Manual (1982) - back cover 
  



 
H.-P. Ketterling, Rochade - August 1982: Applied Concepts hat mit der Serie Destiny einige 
Neuheiten angekündigt. Prodigy ist eine batteriebetriebene preiswerte Kreuzung von Boris 
Diplomat mit einem verbesserten Morphy-Programm, angereichert durch Sensortechnik. 

 

 
Applied Concepts Prodigy with sensory board! 

 

 
 
Jan Louwman, Computerschaak - februari 1983: Afkomstig van Applied Concepts, de Ameri-
kaanse fabriek die de Morphy-computers produceert. Een sterk spelend programma, zeker in 
de klasse van de goedkopere schaakcomputers. Zeer volledige uitvoering met insteeksensor-
contacten, terugspeelmogelijkheid tot en met 6 ply, ingebouwde klokken, zettenteller, redelij-
ke openingsbibliotheek en ongeveer even sterk spelend als de veel duurdere Morphy GGM 
met uitsluitend het Morphy Master-moduul. Speelt op lichtnet en batterijen. Kleine maar 
goede uitvoering. De Destiny zou in de klasse duurdere en sterker spelende schaakcomputers 
zeker ook meerdere punten scoren. De prijs (fl. 595,00) is mijns inziens net iets te hoog, al 
bezit deze computer vele features. Toch kan geconstateerd worden dat deze computer een 
aantrekkelijke aanbieding is en over erg veel nuttige gebruiksmogelijkheden beschikt. 
 



 
 

 
Werbung von Sandy Electronic - München 

Endpielmodul Capablanca-S - MGS III System - Sandy Destiny 
Quelle: Rochade - März 1982 

 



 
 

 
Werbung von Sandy Electronic - August 1982 

Sandy Edition = Destiny = Prodigy 
 

NB: Destiny met de destijds veel gebruikte toevoeging "Mini Master", was een speciaal 
model voor de Europese markt, welke geleverd werd door de Duitse importeur Sandy 
Electronic uit München. Als je goed op de afbeelding kijkt, zie je vlak onder de LCD-display 
"Sandy Edition" staan. Hoogstwaarschijnlijk is deze tekst niet origineel, en heeft Sandy 
Electronic een los stickertje (voor de afbeelding) over "Prodigy" heen geplakt. De originele 
Destiny "Mini Master" heeft namelijk geen enkele tekst onder de LCD-display staan! 
 



Programmierer / Programmer 
• John Aker (aus Shawnee - Kansas) 
 
Baujahr / Release 
• Erste Einführung: März 1982 
 
Technische Daten / Technical specifications 
• Mikroprozessor: 6502 
• Taktfrequenz: 2 MHz 
• Programmspeicher: 8 KB ROM 
• Arbeitsspeicher: 2 KB RAM 
 
Spielstärke / Playing strenght 
• Spielstärke: (Elo/DWZ auf Turnierstufe) ca. 1470 
 
Verwandt / Family  
• Morphy Edition Master Chess 
•  Destiny Mini Master 
• Prodigy (second edition) 
• Destiny S (= Prodigy second edition) 
 
Internet 
http://chessprogramming.wikispaces.com/John+Aker 
[Programmer John Aker] 
 
http://www.spacious-mind.com/html/destiny_prodigy.html 
[Applied Concepts Destiny Prodigy] 
 
http://www.schach-computer.info/wiki/index.php/Chafitz_Destiny 
[Schach-Computer - Wiki: Chafitz Destiny] 
 
http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/hein_veldhuis/database/files/04-1982%20[C-
7326]%20Applied%20Concepts%20-
%20Destiny%20Mini%20Master%20(first%20edition).pdf 
[Destiny Mini Master] 
 
http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/schaakcomputers/Chafitz%20Applied%20Concepts/chess1.p
hp?item=38&merk=Chafitz%20Applied%20Concepts 
[Luuk Hofman plays a long game against Prodigy / Destiny (S)] 
 
http://www.chesscomputeruk.com/html/destiny_mini_master.html 
[Prodigy / Destiny] 
  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/10261668@N05/sets/72157600923816639/ 
[Prodigy / Destiny] 
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