
 

Now that I see the picture below again after many years, I realize once more how 

important this computer chess tournament was in those days. This event took place at a 

time when chess programs were getting stronger and stronger and human chess players 

still had chances to win. The atmosphere as you walked among all those tables was 

unparalleled. You could look over the shoulders of the participants! On the left of the 

photo you can see a separate area from the rest of the playing hall where the strongest 

participants sat together. As a spectator you were not allowed to walk around there, but 

from the playing hall you could see what was happening on the top boards. 
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Pictured is Yasser Seirawan. But who is the operator sitting across from him?  

It is none other than computer chess pioneer Jan Louwman himself. 
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